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In this study, Mokyr has gone far beyond the study of the major economic theorists in the German Historical School. They have only been surpassed by Friedrich List as the author of the most comprehensive survey of early modern globalisation. List claimed his book was not a history, but a science or theory of
world trade. He rejected the idea that trade was driven by the search for greater riches. He argued that the primary motive for trade was the desire to escape from the low-fertility environment of the agrarian village and to live an independent life in the urban centres. His position is seen by many to be the ancestor

of the recent attempts of mainstream economists to explain trade as the result of efficiency gains. However, List started by raising the question of what the purpose of all the trade was, and he quickly realised that it was to improve the Bildung or the Kultur of individuals. He was influenced by the great French
political economist Jean Bodin, the founder of modern internationalism (Anderson and Anderson 1984). His vision of history was in many respects that of Thomas Sowell and Gösta Werner. He believed in the triumph of rationality over ignorance. List was one of the principal exponents of the idea of a progressive

era, which was believed to have started with the Renaissance. Of course, he was influenced by the ideas of Bodin, but in Thessaloniki in 1797, he saw the conditions of the emerging class of civil servants, the Bürgermeister. Theodor Mommsen wrote an introduction to the volume on which he regarded the extent of
List s influence on the German Historical School. The influence was not immediate. For instance, Thierry Baudrillard (1991) accused List of being a stupid German. To a large extent, he was right. The idea that the Bildung or Kultur of individuals is the primary goal of trade came from List and rapidly grew into a

general theory of contemporary western intellectual progress. The sociologist Talcott Parsons, who was one of the first to describe the structure of the modern economy, the American theorist of modern politics, Theodor Adorno, and Humboldt, all saw themselves as heirs of List. List argued that trade was a
consequence of mankinds transformation from a state of nature to that of society. His thought was a powerful influence in Germany, and his book was widely read in England during the second half of the 19th century. The book had a profound impact on both the history of economics and on the history of political
economy. It was also a precursor of ideas in the Economic Sciences. However, List s ideas did not quite catch on in the heart of Germany. Not even his influence on the development of economic history, perhaps the best known of his ideas was not pursued. In the first place, he concentrated on different aspects of

political economy and the improvement of mankind, the environment and education. Economic historians did not quite agree with his ideas on the progress of human society. Secondly, he put an emphasis on intellectuality and the relationship between trade and the Bildung of individuals. Mokyr shows that this
emphasis of List was related to the origins of the German Historical School. This was in the era of Hans Grimm s classic, now looked upon as an early example of economic history, who was a pupil of List (Mokyr 2008).
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All the rest of the leading thinkers of the nineteenth century and the start of the twentieth have gone back on this view. The
most influential for the denial of the historical dimension are the Marxist intellectuals, who, as historians, obviously work

against the concept of historical dependence. The interaction between world-view and institutions is better understood in the
spirit of the Historical school, at least to the extent that one can understand development in terms of the development of the

productive forces. Nevertheless, the Historical School gave the key to understanding the development of institutions in a
special way, which led to the major splits of the past: the Lutheran tradition that subsequently gave birth to the Historical
school, the radical Reformation, with its Unitarians and its Mennonites, from the very beginning, and the Civil War as the

product of the Old School and Young Generation. For all his limitations, Rodney, as a Marxist, combines Kantian, Hegelian and
Darwinian elements in a way that is unprecedented in the school. His analysis of imperialism rests on a Hegelian conception of
society, a neo-Kantian notion of morality, and a Darwinian understanding of history. His theory of ideology is radical, both in its
explanatory power and its critique of essentialism. The analysis of culture, as opposed to society, is also novel, influenced by

cultural Marxism and the critiques of essentialism in postmodernism. In these and many other ways, Rodney, as an intellectual,
is greater than the sum of his parts. A symposium about the career of Harold Garfinkel is not an obvious fit with the agenda of
this site. Yes, he is one of the most important critics of the New Social Theory and his work has appeared on this site before.

Garfinkel and many of his pupils are no longer writing. This means that there is no longer an active ongoing collaboration
between them and this sites two editors. It also means that we have little to say about his work. We also have little to say about

the mainstream of social scientific work. It does, however, make sense to ask what Garfinkel and his students did, or failed to
do that matters. From a theoretical viewpoint, he has contributed to our understanding of narrative, method, action, and social

practices more generally. In this, his work builds on R.M.Durkheims conception of the sociology of knowledge. Although
Garfinkel emphasises the contingency of social practices, his view of understanding is both more complex and more nuanced
than the simple contingency model of contemporary social scientific work, which underpins the New Social Theory. It is based

on the idea that social practices, and their understanding, are firmly grounded in institutional and ideological relations. Ordinary
working practices, such as scientific research, can be understood as social facts through the prism of their specific history, such
as the history of the development of physics. The presence of culture in social scientific understanding goes further than a mere
emphasis on the role of the organisation of knowledge as making knowledge, and therefore understanding, possible. It means

that we must interrogate social scientific knowledge as knowledge of social relations. It stresses the problems of the
understanding of the agency and subjectivity of the actors involved in social scientific research. The theory of knowledge of
Garfinkel and his school is not one-sidedly inspired by Pragmatism, but uses the debates about epistemology, including the

debates in the philosophy of language, to throw light on social scientific work. It takes a structural view of social science, even
if, as Bergmans principle of communicative action is to be taken as axiomatic. It is difficult to overestimate the significance of
Garfinkel and his contributions for social scientific theory. In this, he joins an intellectual tradition that began with the work of

Michel Foucault and Daniel Defert. The last three of these have tended to be neglected by Garfinkel and his pupil Judith Butler,
which is unfortunate, because these three thinkers had a more direct effect on the agenda of critical theory than have been

acknowledged. They have influenced western ideas of method. In particular, their ideas continue to shape debates about
culture and social practices, and more generally, about representation and identity. 5ec8ef588b
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